
CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

In March last year, like all other professional and non-professional theatre makers, Helston
Theatre Company were stopped in their tracks and the production that we were about to
perform, Into The Woods, was cancelled as we waited for the Government to tell us when it was
safe for us to rehearse and perform again.

There cannot be a better venue to stage our first post-lockdown production than the amazing
Minack Theatre, although when we were here in 2019 with Whistle Down The Wind we had a
cast of 35 adults and 44 children which is the complete opposite to the one woman show we
present this year. We auditioned Tell Me On A Sunday in our director’s garden and rehearsals
began outside in the bitter cold and wind so the company were very glad when 17th May
arrived and they were allowed to rehearse inside. Whichever of our three super talented
leading ladies you are watching you are guaranteed a theatrical treat and I know that you will
go home singing!

There are few things better than the shared experience of live performance so we look forward
to seeing you again soon. If you are local we hope that you will support our forthcoming
productions; we will be staging James And The Giant Peach in August and have four shows
planned for 2022 so please follow us on social media or join our mailing list for up-to-date
information.

Paul Blaber Chairman, Helston Theatre Company

   Helston Theatre Company  @helstonteatrecompany   @HelstonTheatre

CAST

Emma   Charlotte Laity

Sunday 7.30pm

Tuesday 4pm

Wednesday 7.30pm

Emma   Grace Wallen

Monday 7.30pm

Thursday 4pm

Emma   Stephanie Rosewarne

Tuesday 7.30pm

Thursday 7.30pm

BACKGROUND AND SYNOPSIS

Tell Me On A Sunday was conceived in 1979 as a Song Cycle about a girl from Muswell Hill who
travels to New York and onto Los Angeles before returning to Manhattan in search of work and
love (although not necessarily in that order).

It was first staged in London in 1980 with Marti Webb playing the role of “the girl” at the Royalty
Theatre in a filmed one-off performance that was later shown on the BBC. The success of this
screening lead to Tell Me On A Sunday being the first Act of a show called “Song and Dance”; a
solo ballet starring Wayne Sleep dancing to Julian Lloyd Webber’s Variations. Since that time
the show has undergone many adaptations including a Broadway season when “the girl” was
given the name “Emma” and the role played by Bernadette Peters. The show was revised by
Denise van Outen in 2013 and toured the UK with Claire Sweeney as “the girl”.

A production starring Jodie Prenger will tour the UK from June 2021.

BAND

MD/Keyboard  Millie Millington

Reeds    Verena Watkiss

Bass     Zoe Curnow

Cello     Hannah Poulton

Percussion   Ross Hamilton

Guitar    Jamie Toms



�ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

Andrew Lloyd Webber is the composer of some of the world’s best-known musicals including
Cats, Evita, Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Jesus Christ Superstar,
The Phantom of the Opera (which celebrated its 30th anniversary on Broadway this year) and
Sunset  Boulevard.

When Sunset Boulevard joined School of Rock—The Musical, Cats and Phantom on Broadway in
 February 2017 he became the only person to equal the record set in 1953 by Rodgers and
 Hammerstein with four shows running concurrently.

As well as The Phantom Of The Opera and Cats his productions include the groundbreaking
Bombay Dreams which Introduced the double Oscar-winning Bollywood composer AR Rahman

 to the Western stage.

As a composer and producer, Lloyd Webber is one of an elite group of artists to have achieved EGOT status by
receiving an Emmy, four Grammys including Best Contemporary Classical Composition for Requiem, his setting of
the Latin Requiem mass, an Oscar and eight Tony Awards including the 2018 Special Tony for Lifetime Achievement
in the Theatre. Additionally he has been honored with seven Oliviers, a Golden Globe, the Praemium Imperiale, the
Richard Rodgers Award for Excellence in Musical Theatre, a BASCA Fellowship, and the Kennedy Center Honor.

He owns seven London theatres including the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane and the London Palladium.

He is passionate about the importance of music in education and the Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation has
become one of Britain’s leading charities supporting the arts and music. In 2016 the Foundation funded a major new
national initiative which endowed the American Theatre Wing with a $1.3 million, three-year grant to support theatre
education opportunities for underserved young people and public schools across the U.S.

He was knighted by Her Majesty The Queen in 1992 and created a life peer in 1997.
To mark his 70th birthday, his bestselling autobiography Unmasked was published by Harper Collins in March 2018.

DON BLACK

Don Black received two Tony Awards for best book and lyrics of a musical for his work (with
 Christopher Hampton) on Sunset Boulevard, which marked his third collaboration with

Andrew Lloyd Webber.

They first joined forces to write the song cycle Tell Me On A Sunday which developed to form the
 basis of the stage show Song and Dance. They were reunited again for Aspects of Love. He also
 wrote the lyrics for the Andrew Lloyd Webber-produced Bombay Dreams. Awards include an
 Oscar for his song “Born Free,” five Academy Award nominations, two Tony Awards and three
 Tony nominations, six Ivor Novello Awards, a Golden  Globe and many platinum and gold discs.

He has written a quintet of James Bond theme songs: “Thunderball,” “Diamonds Are Forever,”The Man With The
Golden Gun,” “Surrender” from Tomorrow Never Dies and “The World Is Not Enough.” Among his many popular songs
are two U.S. number ones, “Ben” for Michael Jackson and “To Sir With Love for Lulu.” He was inducted in the
Songwriters Hall of Fame in 2008 and recently honoured in London with a BMI Icon award. Don also received the
Order of the British Empire in the Queen’s honours list. Don’s latest musical is Mrs Henderson Presents, which opens in
Toronto in March 2017. Don is also a regular broadcaster and has his own show on Radio Two.

STEPHANIE ROSEWARNE

Stephanie has been performing since she took her first
 ballet and tap classes at the age of 6. She took formal
 lessons for six years, then took her first singing lessons
 at the age of 12. She has been performing ever since.
 Graduating in 2012 with a degree in Performing Arts
 from the University of Winchester, Stephanie returned to
 her beloved hometown of Helston, where she continued
 her training with singing lessons from Shirley Tyack. She
 has also rediscovered dancing, taking tap lessons with
 Jason Thomas in Truro.

Stephanie loves to perform, be it in an ensemble capacity working with
close vocal harmony, or playing set roles. Some of her favourites to date
include Hodel in Fiddler on the Roof, Hope in Anything Goes, the Narrator
in Joseph and his Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Betty in Sunset
Boulevard, Laurey in Oklahoma!, Eliza in My Fair Lady and Maureen in
RENT. Stephanie also sings in concerts around Cornwall. Stephanie has
loved every minute of working with and learning from Charlotte, Grace,
Leslie and Millie. She can’t wait to return to the stunning Minack Theatre
to perform for the third time - though this will be the first time she is
joined by another performer growing in her tummy!

GRACE WALLEN

Grace has been enjoying her time on stage from a
toddler in tap shoes, to performing her first solo of

 “Somewhere over the rainbow” at the age of 7. From
 there Grace has grown with musical theatre as a hobby
 and passion. Grace feels very lucky to have been given
 the opportunity to play some amazing roles, some of
 which include Sister Mary Robert in Sister Act, Kate
 Monster in Avenue Q, Judy Burnley in Dolly Parton’s hit
 musical 9-5 and Elle Woods in Legally Blonde the

Musical performed at the Regal Theatre.

Grace has been fortunate enough to be a three time award winner for
the ‘CDA Best Actress Award’ as well as once receiving the ‘CDA Roy
Crosley Award for Achievement by an Actor under 18’. Grace has never
performed at the Minack Theatre and feels very privileged to be given
the opportunity to do so in this fun and quirky musical, especially in such
unusual times. “The theatre industry has taken such a hit with the
pandemic, not just in the physical sense, but for anyone involved in live
theatre on or off stage, it has been more than that. It isn’t just a hobby
for us, it’s our lifestyle and to be back rehearsing, singing and
performing has brought with it pure joy, and the fact that I have been
able to do so with such a passionate and talented team has really been
an honour”.

CHARLOTTE LAITY

Charlotte has been performing from a young age,
attending ballet lessons from the age of 5. Her passion

 for musical theatre stems from her 10 years as a
member of Act 1 youth theatre group and Helston
Theatre Company.

In 2017, at the age of 16, Charlotte moved to London to
attend D&B Academy of Performing Arts. She spent

 three years training in all three disciplines (singing,
acting,  dance). Despite graduating during the current pandemic,
Charlotte experienced opportunities such as performing in Elf the
Musical at Wembley Arena and being a back up dancer for JLS on Ant
and Dec’s Saturday night takeaway.

Alongside auditioning, Charlotte is a Musical Theatre teacher at The
Pauline Quirke Academy branch in Dulwich, where she has had her cho-
reography performed at Her Majesty’s Theatre in the West End. She also
teaches private singing lessons. Charlotte is thrilled to be back perform-
ing with HTC and to be doing so in the most idyllic theatre in the country,
and her home county.



PRODUCTION TEAM

Director        Leslie Church
Musical Director     Millie Millington

Choreographer     Charlotte Laity
Production/Stage Manager Ben Blaber
Assistant  Stage Manager  Paul Blaber
Production Assistant    Gaby Bottone
Sound Design & Operation  MJW Audio
Publicity        Stephanie Rosewarne

Bethany Lyne
Lighting Operators    Johnny Farah

Sophie Greenaway
Photography      Si Colgan
Programme      Ben Blaber

Stephanie Rosewarne
Get In Crew       Andy Christophers

Carrie McNally

WITH THANKS TO…
Marilyn Eaton
Russel Hicken
Harry Charleston

LESLIE CHURCH

Leslie grew up in the south of New Zealand. His Grandfather and his Aunt had
dance bands and family gatherings always involved singing around the piano.
From singing solos in church to performing in huge venues like the Royal Albert
Hall and at the opening of the Millennium Dome with the London Gay Men’s Chorus
music has always featured in Leslie’s life. In the early 1970s Leslie’s uncle took him
on a 600-mile bus journey to see Fiddler on the Roof and a lifelong love affair with
musical theatre was born. Leslie first trod the boards of amateur theatre in that
same show in Matamata NZ in 1975 and two years later found himself directing a
cast of 30 in a Music Hall.

After 37 years working in education, including 25 years as a headteacher, Leslie
retired, and he and his husband Johnny moved to Cornwall where he joined Helston Theatre Company.
He has taken part in a number of productions and directed There Goes the Bride, The Hypochondriac
and Oklahoma! for HTC. “Directing is rather like being a headteacher; you start with a vision then other
people’s enthusiasm and talents enrich that vision in forms you would never have believed possible. It’s
always a team effort.”

MILLIE MILLINGTON

Millie has been performing professionally for over forty years with orchestras,
 choirs, bands and on stage. She performed with the National Youth Music

Theatre before graduating in Music, specialising in composition. She has worked
 as a Musical Director or instrumentalist for most of the amateur theatre

companies in Cornwall and is a regular performer at the Minack Theatre with
 other visiting companies including the British Theatre Academy. She was MD for
 the cast recording and premiere London performance of Catfish!, a new

musical, one of only a few new London productions during 2020. Also last year,
 she won the Mercury Theatre award as co-composer of the winning Musical

Theatre original song. She is thrilled to be back at the Minack in 2021 with this production of Tell Me On
A Sunday.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

One thing we have learnt during the COVID pandemic is just how much we need the company of other
people to make our lives complete. Tell Me On A Sunday is about Emma’s search for someone special
to make her life “whole”. Perhaps she is looking in the wrong places or for the wrong thing but I believe
we all know now, more than ever, what Emma’s loneliness can feel like. Emma never gives up, and
neither should we.

The challenges of bringing a very intimate musical about isolation in apartments in New York and Los
Angeles to the wide-open space of the Minack Theatre are enormous. From outdoor, socially distanced
rehearsals in often freezing conditions to sharing all the dimensions of one character and holding the
interest of the audience single handily for 75 minutes without leaving the stage. These are huge
demands to ask of the most experienced of actors. Charlotte, Grace and Stephanie have shown huge
amounts of tenacity as well as talent as they each developed their unique take on Emma’s character.
This has been an amazing experience for me; I hope you get as much pleasure from watching the show
as we have had in bringing it to you.


